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“Mid-Century Lumberjack”—that’s how Parliament 
principal Chris Erickson describes the Portland, OR-
based firm’s workspace, and we couldn’t agree more. 
You’d half expect flannel shirts to be the mandatory 
dress code along with beards and axes.

Parliament has carved out a spot not just for their 
cozy digs, but for their design work as well, experienc-
ing impressive growth over the past three years—a 
time when many other businesses were downsizing. 
“I started working with clients independently in 2005, 
and hired my first employee in 2007. We now have 20 
employees,” Erickson reports. 

The firm’s talents swing toward a little bit of every-
thing, from brand development to print to interactive 
retail projects. “I’m an interdisciplinary design junkie,” 
Erickson says. “We have folks that are great at design, 
writing, programming, strategy—all with different 
backgrounds. Variety is the spice of life, they say.” 

When it came to designing their space, which 
they’ve occupied for three years, they channeled that 
same zest and spice, creating a memorable experience 
for clients. “I’m a big fan of modernism,” explains 
Erickson. “Oftentimes, modernism feels cold, so I 
explored the concept of warming it up by blending it 
with the area’s history of wood and forestry.” 

Modern amenities are mixed with old-school fix-
tures to serve as reminders of a hands-on approach to 
design (like vintage signage, wood and metal type, and 
sliding doors). Woodworking details, like the strips of 
lumber lining the walls to mimic the old fir ceiling, 
are mostly inspired by the original space, which was a 
cereal mill 100 years ago.

Jessica Kuhn is HOW’s associate & online editor. 
jessica.kuhn@fwmedia.com
PArliAMent Portland, or  www.parliamentdesign.com

Parliament’s space puts a rustic spin on 
modern style and amenities. 
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tHe FireWOOd WAll
The idea for this unique wood wall stemmed from the view of 
firewood neatly stacked as it often is outside. “Our carpenter, 
Kyle Sharp, had to figure out how to pull it off, and after 
some trial and error, he came up with a great system,” says 
principal Chris Erickson. 

secOnd lives
The lumber used in the renovation was reclaimed, mostly from three original sources: 
a 1904 Wenatchee, WA, barn, a 1910 Sherwood, OR, barn, and an early 20th century 
church formerly in north Portland. The ReBuilding Center (www.rebuildingcenter.org) 
proved to be a fantastic resource for reclaimed building materials. 

crOss-POllinAtiOn
The creative process is a crooked 
line from point A to B. “Having an 
opportunity to jump into a game 
of pool or play a board game when 
you’re stuck is sometimes the key to 
a brilliant idea. It’s all about cross-
pollination,” Erickson says.
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KeePing it reAl
Wood and metal enamel 
type, old signage and street 
signs appear throughout 
Parliament’s space. “They 
all come from an era when 
design was a hands-on prac-
tice without mice, keyboards 
or computers. I love modern 
amenities, but it’s nice to have 
reminders that encourage a 
hands-on approach, as well,” 
Erickson says. 

stAy tuned
It was a bittersweet decision, but with a growing team, 
Parliament is preparing to move to a new location in downtown 
Portland. “Of course, it’ll have all the attention to detail that 
our existing space has,” Erickson promises. 


